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THE FRIENDS OF HOYT PARK NEWSLETTER
2019 has been another great year for the Friends of Hoyt Park thanks to the eﬀorts
and support from our members. We con nue to gain on controlling the invasive brush that
threatens the na ve oak woods of Hoyt Park. Areas that were once a solid thicket of
buckthorn and honeysuckle are now open woodlands with an understory of na ve forbs and
a few oak seedlings. These oak seedlings represent the future of the woods that deﬁne the
natural environment of Hoyt Park. This is the fruit of the labors of many FHP volunteers and
Summer Rangers. Well done everybody!
We have also had some well a ended social gatherings at the park this year. These
events bring our community together and help develop an apprecia on of the park. We hope
you will renew your membership in the FHP to we can con nue to support our eﬀorts to bring
people together at the park and con nue to preserve the historical and ecological treasure
that it is. A membership form is included in this newsle er or you can renew online using the
PayPal link on our website www.hoytpark.org.
Thanks and see you in the park!
Tim Astfalk
The Friends 2019 Annual Mee ng, held on April 18th at Bethany United Methodist
Church, was a ended by 20 members who thoroughly enjoyed keynote speaker Jen Stenglein
of the Wisconsin DNR-Snapshot program. The Snapshot Program, headed by Dr. James Kroll,
was developed during the Walker administra on to monitor Wisconsin's deer popula on. The
mission of the program is to increase public engagement and provide data for wildlife
management. The state is divided into 9-square-mile blocks with at least one mo onac vated camera in each survey block. The ci zen scien st host receives equipment from the
DNR and is trained on placement and opera on of the camera. Cameras are preset and take a
burst of 3 photos when ac vated, as well as a daily me lapse marker to observe weather
changes. A single trail camera can take thousands of photos each month. Other ci zen
scien sts, part of the on-line Zooniverse, volunteer to help to make the photos meaningful by
classifying the type and number of animals in each photo. DNR staﬀ check all photos of
certain hard-to-call species, rare sigh ngs and photos where there are discrepancies between
Zooniverse user IDs.
cont. on p.4 “Annual Mee ng”

All donations support
your park and are tax
deductible.
Mail to:
Friends of Hoyt Park, Inc.
P O Box 5542
Madison WI 53705-0542
Like Friends of
Hoyt Park, Inc.
on Facebook

See h ps://dnr.wi.gov/topic/research/projects/snapshot/
Time to renew memberships for 2019-2020 (if you haven’t done so)! FHP
membership runs from now to Dec 31, 2020. ALL renewals or new
memberships paid now will be good through Dec 31, 2020 (see form last page)

Fall 2019 - “Leaﬂets”
Family oriented
ac vi es in early 2020:

Winter Sledding Party –
Sunday, Jan. 12, 1-3 pm.
Full Moon Owl Walk –
Sat., Feb, 8 at 5:30 pm.
We will gather at the
Main Shelter house for
each event. Hot drinks
will be provided, bring
light snacks to share, and
enjoy some great
company.
FHP board mee ngs:




Every month, except
Aug. and Dec.
2ⁿ Thursday of the
month 6:45 to 8:45 p.m
Mee ng room at
Sequoya Library, 4340
Tokay Blvd., unless
otherwise noted on web
site

Volunteer workdays
resume spring 2020
Contact for workday
informa on: Tim As alk
TIMASTFALK@YAHOO.COM
FHP coordinates monthly
workdays on the third Sat. of
most months; these are
generally from 10:00 a.m.
un l noon. Work is
consistent with the master
plan and includes seasonal
needs and ac vi es.
Check for updates:
h p://www.hoytpark.org/
Change of address or
newsle er preference?
If you have a change of
address, OR you would like
to switch to receiving no ce
of newsle ers by email,
please email Vaughan James
rvjames@rvjdesigns.com

In the summer of 2018, Frank W. Hoyt Park
was listed on the National Register of Historic
Places. The National Register of Historic Places is
the Nation's oﬃcial list of historic places worthy of
preservation. Since its inception in 1966, the
National Park Service has designated more than
80,000 listings; approximately 2400 are in
Wisconsin. The register is maintained by the
National Park Service in the U.S. Department of the
Interior.
At
the turn of the century, Madison became a city of
parks and pleasure drives. But the creation of the
city's park system began even earlier. One important
private park developer before 1900 was Edward
Owen, a nature lover and professor of French at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison. In the summer of
1892, Owen purchased a fourteen-acre strip of
woodland on a "commanding height" between the
Catholic Cemetery and Mineral Point Road. Along
this strip, he constructed Owen Parkway, with the
assistance of John Olin, known as the father of the
Madison park system, and Edward Hammersley, a farmer who owned land along the drive. In
1897, Owen donated the parkway to the Madison Park and Pleasure Drive Association. The
original drive ran along what is now Regent Street from its
intersection at Speedway Road to Hillcrest Drive and west on
Hillcrest to Owen Drive, where it split into routes to Mineral Point
Road and University Avenue. It became the ﬁrst of many parks
and pleasure drives on what were then the outskirts of Madison.
Owen's parkway was part of a nationwide movement to
create the "City Beautiful" during the Progressive Era. The City
Beautiful movement sought to remedy the ills of rapid
urbanization and industrialization, not only by beautifying
communities, but also by providing an escape from the grime and
the hectic pace of urban life, an opportunity to breathe fresh air,
and a chance to commune with domesticated nature. The
movement gained momentum in 1893, when its core principles were promoted at the World's
Columbian Exposition in Chicago.
In the 1930s, the federally funded
Civil Works Administration (CWA) and the
subsequent Works Progress Administration
(WPA) created Hoyt Park, which also
encompassed the older Owen Parkway. The
CWA and WPA put unemployed men to work
during the Great Depression, building useful
public facilities such as parks and schools. In
Hoyt Park, they built a gateway designed by
local architect Ferdinand Kronenberg, who probably designed the other structures, too. Weiler
& Strang designed the new Roys Shelter House structure to the north of the main shelter in
1959.
Before the CWA and WPA created this park, it was the site of a sandstone quarry that
supplied ﬁne-grained, light-buﬀ stone for many of the city's early buildings. The WPA used the
last of it to build the ﬁrst shelter house, ﬁreplaces, tables, restroom building, and other structures
and objects in the park. The city then closed the quarry and oﬃcially designated the land as a
park.
Source: Wisconsin Historical Society, Wisconsin Architecture and History Inventory,
Frank W. Hoyt Park, Madison, Dane County, Wisconsin, 26969.

The Annual Picnic in July was a great success. Approximately 40 people attended with a good mix of couples, individuals
and families. A variety of advertising methods drew people from neighborhoods surrounding the park as well as FHP
members. Board members provided grilled meat, buns and condiments with potluckers ﬁlling in with wonderful side dishes
and desserts. The main Hoyt Park shelter provided much needed shade on a hot summer day. Eating and socializing were
not the only activities. Yard games and a kids scavenger hunt rounded out the fun. The photo scavenger hunt had families
searching for 10 diﬀerent 'ﬁnds' within the far reaches of the park; a great way to expose new people to 'our' wonderful park.
The winning Mother/Son team were very excited about all the new places in the park that they had never seen before and
vowed to spread the word.

With the support of our membership dona ons, the Friends of Hoyt Park were able to hire Peter Pﬁster
for our Summer Ranger this year. Peter was a recent graduate of the University of Dayton and he was a posi ve
presence in the park for 3 months this summer. Peter kept the trash picked up and spearheaded control of
invasive species in the park. Peter took the lead in eﬀorts to control an outbreak of Reed Canary Grass in the
Ready Prairie. We will be following up on this in 2020 to complete the suppression of this invasive. The heavy
rain storms we seem to have with increasing frequency kept Peter busy repairing the hiking trails in the park. We
sent Peter oﬀ to pursue a permanent job in Texas with a farewell party August 8th. Peter le Madison with new
skills, friends, and fondness for Hoyt Park.
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no speciﬁc

FUND
DRIVE
time

We don’t have a formal
fall pledge drive, but we
DO rely on dona ons so
we can plant and
encourage na ve plants,
discourage invasive
plants, maintain trails, pay
a summer ranger and do
other projects to make
YOUR park be er!
Please remember to
renew you membership!

Images are transmi ed monthly to the DNR staﬀ
who can create maps for both common and rare species
across the state and visualize how animal popula ons
change over me. Jen showed great photos of deer, elk,
turkeys, squirrel, coyote, wolves, bear, skunks, badgers, sand
hill cranes, bobcat, o ers, porcupine, red and gray fox, eagle,
hawks, grouse, pileated woodpeckers, woodcock, owls and
prairie chickens.
There are 27 million images taken to date on 2,112
cameras operated by 1,694 volunteers and classiﬁed by
6,747 Zooniverse users across the world. WOW! 56% of the
images are blank and 20% of the images are not yet
reviewed. Of the animals that have been iden ﬁed ⅔ are
deer. There have been rare sigh ngs of moose in the state;
one moose each in two diﬀerent coun es. The website for
the program is SnapshotWisconsin.org
A er a short refreshment break, the business
mee ng included approval of those running for the Friends
Board, welcoming the return of Betsy Lane to the board,
review of the 2018 budget and expenses as well as review
and approval of the proposed budget for 2019. Friends Chair
Tim As alk announced that Peter Pﬁster would be taking the
summer ranger posi on star ng in late May se ng us up for
another great summer in the park.

Girl Scout Camping
Season at Hoyt Park
Camp Greenwood
and Hoyt Park Day camps
for Madison Girl Scouts
have completed the
season's camping session
with a total of 528 girls
attending. Camp
Greenwood, for older girls
had an attendance of 235.
. . . The Brownie day
camp at Hoyt Park had
293 girls attending. . . .
Among the activities
participated in at both
camps were crafts, sports,
nature hikes, outdoor
cookery, singing,
dramatics, and at Camp
Greenﬁeld only,
swimming. Hoyt Park
had as its director Mrs.
Lesley Harris of the
Madison Girl Scout
professional staﬀ.
From The Capital
Times August 10, 1949

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP (Dues are from NOW through 12/31/2020)

Thank you for becoming a
member of Friends of Hoyt
Park, Inc.
All paid memberships are
voting members.
The FHP is a non-proﬁt
organization.
Donations are tax-deductible
to the extent allowable by
law.
Please make checks
payable to, and send to:

Friends of Hoyt Park, Inc.
P. O. Box 5542
Madison, WI 53705-0542

Please check appropriate boxes:

