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THE FRIENDS OF HOYT PARK NEWSLETTER
Hello Friends of Hoyt Park,
I am honored to be writing to you as the latest Chair of the Friends of Hoyt Park board
of directors. First a big thanks to Ron Harris for his years of service on the Friends of
Hoyt Park board of directors and serving last year as the Chair. Ron, you have helped
guide the organization into a great position and I look forward to your sage advice as I
take over the Chair. I am in my second year of my second stint on the Friends of Hoyt
Park board. I was on the Board for 4 years back in the mid-2000's. I live on the 2700
block of Van Hise. When I am not doing restoration work at Hoyt Park, I work as a civil
engineer for Mead & Hunt, Inc. and play Ultimate. Not sure if Ultimate keeps me in shape
for working at the park or if working at the park keeps me in shape for Ultimate.
One of the highlights that demonstrate the vitality of the Friends of Hoyt Park is the
commitment and eﬀorts that are put into our monthly work days. During the ﬁrst 4
monthly work days of 2017, we had a total of 46 people participating and a total of 118
hours of volunteer labor invested into the park. The results can be seen in ﬂourishing
native plants and animal populations in the park, better maintained hiking trails, and a
shared sense of community among those that have enjoyed a morning together making the
park a better place.
The new Board is a great mix of new faces and returning veterans. One of the ideas
that came out of our ﬁrst Board meeting was increasing the “citizen scientist” activities in
the park. We planned bat surveys and tried using a new social media app called
iNaturalist. These are great activities for people to learn more about Hoyt Park and get
more people out enjoying the park. Stay tuned for more details and I hope to see you at
the park soon!
Tim Astfalk, Chair, Friends of Hoyt Park

Erick Fruehling, – Hoyt Park Ranger for 2017
Erick Fruehling, a life-long Madisonian,
served as the Hoyt Park Ranger for summer
2017. Erick graduated from East High School
and the University of Wisconsin, where he
majored in botany. Since graduating, Erick
has worked primarily in the ﬁeld of ecology,
including a Eurasian Watermilfoil (an aquatic
invasive) research project at UW Trout Lake
Station, urban forest inventories in Madison
and Milwaukee, and plant species
inventory/forest type surveying in Kettle
Moraine and Northern Highland-American
Legion State Forest.

Friends of Hoyt Park,
Inc.
P O Box 5542
Madison WI 53705-0542

Erick is also a songwriter and musician,
performing vocals, guitar, bass, and drum with bands such as Dumb Vision and
Fireheads. He is a founder of Rare Plant, a record label representing Madison
area bands. Friends who attended the annual picnic in June learned that Erick is a
very good cook. He also works as an apiarist, raising his own bee hives.

Like Friends of
Hoyt Park, Inc.
on Facebook

Thank you Erick!
Time to renew memberships! FHP membership runs from now to Dec 31,
2018. ALL renewals or new memberships paid now will be good through
Dec 31, 2018 (see form last page)

News of board members

Nov. 2017 - “Leaﬂets”
November workday

TIMASTFALK@YAHOO.COM

Volunteer Workdays will
resume in the spring

Cheri Swenson (secretary) is a Madison
native and long time resident of the Sunset
Village neighborhood. She is retired from a
34 year career in medical research at UWMadison.
Cheri loves the outdoors with a special
interest in geology and horticulture. "Hoyt
Park is such a wonderful place. I explored it
with my son in the 80's and now I'm taking
my grandchildren there."
Tomas Gverzdys is Rocky Bluﬀ
Neighborhood’s representative to the Friends
of Hoyt Park. His front door looks out onto
the park, thus making him and his wife,
Leesa, the perfect representatives for their
area! Tomas is a Canadian scholar visiting
Madison for a postdoctoral fellowship. When
he isn’t studying bacteria, he spends his time
gardening, exploring the beautiful Midwest,
or indulging in brats and cheese.

I grew up in a row house in South
Philadelphia where our neighborhood parks
were extensions of our backyards. They were
gathering places for families, friends and fun.
Hoyt Park has provided beautiful memories
such as these for our family. We enjoyed
sledding, biking, hiking, bird watching,
keying wildﬂowers, observing insects and
wildlife, picnicking, playing ball and
celebrating special times at the shelters.

Change of address or
newsletter preference?

I also have a deep appreciation for the
Works Project Administration (WPA) who
built the shelters, and the Italian masons from
the Greenbush who built the ﬁreplaces. My
dad worked in a similar program, the Civilian
Conservation Corps (CCC ), so I feel this
connection. Being partly of Italian ancestry I
am intrigued with the Greenbush's legacy and
would like to further explore it.

Anne was raised outside of Madison and
attended college and graduate school at UWMadison. After a decade in Milwaukee, she
returned to Madison with her husband and
daughter, ﬁnding a home just three blocks
away from the Shepard Terrace access point to
Hoyt Park. She currently works as the
Voluntary Public Access & Habitat Incentive
Program Coordinator for the Department of
Natural Resources in the Bureau of Wildlife
Management. She loves Hoyt Park because of
its restored native plant communities and the
ability to walk in the woods just a few blocks
from home. She loves bats, bugs and maps.

July work group

2017 Annual Meeting
The Friends held their annual meeting on
Thursday, April 21, at Bethany United
Methodist Church.
Deborah Lawson spoke on:”What does Hoyt
Park mean for our neighborhood? A realtor’s
perspective”.
During the business meeting, the Friends
elected two new board members: Cheri
Swenson and Elise Uphoﬀ

As a mom, nonna and teacher I view Hoyt
Park as a tremendous educational resource
and inspiration for reading and writing, with
its storied prairies, forested areas, trails,
overlook and rich history.
I am involved with Friends of Hoyt Park
so that I can share its beauty and magic with
others as well and to keep learning about all
of the gifts and history that make this such an
exceptional place.
I currently represent Sunset Village
Community Association at our meetings.

Were FHP volunteers in a rut? NO!, they
were ﬁlling in ruts, after severe washout
from heavy rains this season

FHP was awarded two grants this Spring to fund vegetation restoration work in the
park. One grant was for $916 from the Dane County Environmental Council Community
Partners Program and the second was for $2,400 from Mead & Hunt, Inc.'s Community
Cares Grant. Thanks to these organizations for their support. These funds have been used
to purchase new equipment and supplies for removing invasive species in the park and over
1,600 native plant seedlings of 30 diﬀerent species. For a point of comparison, most years
FHP has purchased 100 plants to further the restoration work in the park. With the help of
many hands, we have planted these in the area west of the main parking lot and
playground. Thanks to the many volunteers who helped secure the grants, removed
invasives in the project area, and planted. Look for lots of native ﬂowers in the park next
year!
Tim Astfalk

The planters prepare
to plant

Wild Columbine (right), Poke Milkweed, Sky-blue Aster, Calico
Aster, Arrow-Leaved Aster, Tall Bellﬂower, Harebell, Purple Joe
Pye Weed, Bottle Gentian (left), Wild Geranium, Pale-Leaved
Sunﬂower, Alumroot, Wild Bergamot, Smooth Penstemon,
Obedient Plant, Jacobs's Ladder, Black-eyed Susan, Sweet Blackeyed Susan, Brown-eyed Susan, Zigzag Goldenrod, Showy
Goldenrod, Elm-Leaved Goldenrod, Hoary Vervain, Ironweed,
Culver's Root, Golden Alexander, Common Oak Sedge, Long
beaked Sedge, Riverbank Wild Rye, Silky Wild Rye, Bottlebrush

Friends of Hoyt Park hosted their ﬁrst ever Bat Night on Friday, May 19th. The program began with a presentation about
the importance of bats in the ecosystem, their biology and anatomy, Wisconsin's bat species and threats to bats across North
America—and we ate some tasty bat-shaped cookies and cupcakes, too. Bats use ultrasonic echolocation to navigate and forage
for insects at night and there are acoustic devices that allow humans to hear and see bat calls that are normally beyond our
hearing range. Researchers and citizen scientists can use the devices in many ways like conducting a walking survey or
monitoring a summer roost site. For this program, we planned on using both the Titley Anabat and the Wildlife Acoustics
EchoMeter Touch for a walking survey. Both of these devices can record the calls, but the EchoMeter allows for real-time
species identiﬁcation while bats ﬂy overhead. The May evening was cold with wind gusts that reduced the likelihood that our
furry friends were out foraging, so we unable to conduct the acoustic survey.
We tried it again in August and saw a few (ﬂying) and detected on the monitors - not as many of these ﬂying mammals as
we had hoped, though. This survey is part of a larger statewide eﬀort by the Wisconsin DNR to monitor bat species' distribution
and activity, especially with the conﬁrmation of white-nose syndrome (WNS) in almost all of the hibernacula (winter bat
residences) in Wisconsin. WNS aﬀects our four cave bat species (those that hibernate in caves during the winter months), and it
is vital to continue to monitor them as they go through this period of catastrophic population decline.
We’ll probably do this again next summer. Please join us then to learn more about Wisconsin's bats and what you can do to
help them.
Anne Reis

In late August a group of us met with Ranger Erick on a Saturday morning for an introduction to iNaturalist, an app which
can be downloaded and used on smart phones and computers.

“iNaturalist provides a place to record and organize nature ﬁndings, meet other nature enthusiasts, and
learn about the natural world. It encourages the participation of a wide variety of nature enthusiasts,
including, but not exclusive to, hikers, hunters, birders, beach combers, mushroom foragers, park rangers,
ecologists, and ﬁshermen. Through connecting these diﬀerent perceptions and expertise of the natural
world, iNaturalist hopes to create extensive community awareness of local biodiversity and promote further
exploration of local environments.”
A user can take photos and submit them to the community for veriﬁcation or Identiﬁcation. The area where the
observation was made can also be recorded.
Go to inaturalist.org for more information on the iNaturalist community, or to download the app. It’s fun!

Erick Fruehling/R. V James

Join
friends
for an
afterdark
Hoyt Park owl (photo by
walk in
Janet Washbon, shared
the park,
with Sunset Village)
followed
by hot
chocolate by a roaring ﬁre
in the shelter house
ﬁreplace.

Join friends for a family
winter sledding party in
Hoyt Park. Potluck dinner
and treats (but alas, only
memories of a toboggan).
Check our web site for
dates and details

The demise of the Oscar Mayer plant should give us all
pause to reﬂect on our association with the company and its
products over the years. While mainly associated with
Madison's east side, for many years Oscar Mayer provided the
blocks of ice that lined the Hoyt Park toboggan run. Rumor has
it that the toboggan run met its end when Oscar Mayer stopped
producing the ice blocks, which had been used in its
manufacturing operations. The toboggan run opened on January
12, 1941, a combined eﬀort of the Young Men's division of the
Madison and Wisconsin Foundation, who provided the
materials, and the Madison Board of Parks Commissioners,
which donated land and labor. The honorary ﬁrst sled carried
Mayor James Law, parks director James Marshall, and parks
employee Leo Scherer. Afterward, Marshall proclaimed that the
sled, “Rode like a Pullman.” The toboggan run, which began
near the shelter (you can still see the footings) was 685 feet long and required 26 tons of ice.
Nearly 250 sledders were on hand for opening day, and at any given time 15 toboggans were
in line waiting a turn. Marshall, stop watch in hand, estimated the average speed of the sleds
to be 20 miles per hour. The run was open from 4 to 6 p.m. on weekdays, and 10 a.m. until
dusk on weekends, until the city could install ﬂoodlights for evening sledding. Initially
sledders had to provide their own toboggans, but the city planned to set up a rental operation.
For more, see the Wisconsin State Journal, January 13, 1941.
The archives aka Ron Harris

In April FHP hired Good Oak Inc. to conduct a planned burn at the Overlook. The FHP had
prepared the site by moving downed trees and clearing ﬁre breaks. The native plants at the
Overlook prairie have really responded well to the burn with a great season of blooms this
Tim Kessenich
Summer and Fall.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP (Dues are from NOW through 12/31/18)

Thank you for becoming a
member of Friends of Hoyt
Park, Inc.
All paid memberships are
voting members.
The FHP is a non-proﬁt
organization.
Donations are tax-deductible.
Please make checks
payable to, and send to:

Friends of Hoyt Park, Inc.
P. O. Box 5542
Madison, WI 53705-0542

Please check appropriate boxes:

