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THE FRIENDS OF HOYT PARK NEWSLETTER
I remember quite vividly my ﬁrst visit to Hoyt Park, in the summer of 1990. I
lived in the Vilas neighborhood and set out on Regent Street looking for Hilldale
Mall. By the time I passed Larkin Street I realized that I wasn't on the way to the
mall. The trees were leafed out, creating the sense of deep forest that we know
and love about Hoyt park. Then things got interesting, as Regent street wound
about into Owen Parkway. All of a sudden the forest ended and I found myself at
the Overlook, seeing Hilldale quite clearly. Thanks to the helpful sign at the
intersection of Owen Parkway and Hillcrest Drive (directing drivers to Midvale
Boulevard) I soon found my way out, but have returned often. What I did not
realize back then was that when I got lost in Hoyt Park, I had stumbled onto
Edward Owen's favorite carriage path. Owen so enjoyed his path that he donated
it to the people of Madison, so that all of us can enjoy getting out into nature. The
Friends of Hoyt Park help to ensure that the park will remain a thing of wonder
and of beauty for generations to come.
Ron Harris, Chair, Friends of Hoyt Park

Nevan Baus – Hoyt Park Ranger for 2016

Each year the Friends sponsor a
ranger who works in Hoyt park. The
ranger is a City of Madison employee,
who works about 480 hours on a
variety of projects that help maintain
Hoyt Park as a beautiful place to visit.
The ranger position represents about
three-quarters of our annual budget.
This year, Nevan Baus was our
ranger. We asked him to introduce
himself:

I am currently a junior at UWMadison studying environmental
sciences. The outdoors and their
conservation have always been
something I've been interested in, and
working at Hoyt Park has allowed me
to further this interest with job
experience as I continue my education.
Before coming to Madison for college I lived in Green Bay for about ten years and
Milwaukee before then so I'm a pretty big Pack and Bucks fan. Ever since I was just a kid
in Cub Scouts I've loved being outside whether it's camping or hiking, grilling out, or
playing just about any sport. If it's a nice day outside you'll probably ﬁnd me by the lake
relaxing or at a park tossing a frisbee or playing basketball. Some of my other interests
include music, movies, and skiing.

Thank you Nevan!
Time to renew memberships! FHP membership runs from Jan 01, 2017 to
Dec 31, 2017. All renewals or new memberships paid now will be good
through Dec 31, 2017 (see form last page)

An introduction to new board members

Nov. 2016 - “Leaﬂets”
Volunteer Workdays will
resume in the spring

Web site problems

Change of address or
newsletter preference?

Photo by Jean MacCubbin

Joining the board this year: Tim x 2 (Tim Kessenich, Tim Astfalk), Andrew Wickizer (l-r).

Tim Kessenich
After a two year break, I'm returning to the Friends of Hoyt Park Board for another term as
treasurer. I'm eager to continue our eﬀorts to restore and maintain the natural plant
communities that make our park special. You know what that means: cutting buckthorn,
pulling garlic mustard, dames rocket, and many others. It also means adding appropriate
native seeds and plants to Hoyt Park's woods and prairies. How did I discover Hoyt Park?
Like many others, I went west on Regent St. and got lost at the overlook.
Tim Astfalk
I am returning to the FHP Board after a break of four years. I live in the Regent Street
neighborhood with my wife and two kids. I am a civil engineer at Mead & Hunt, Inc. where I
work on a variety of water and wastewater projects. Hobbies include bird watching, Ultimate
Frisbee, and being outdoors in general.
At Hoyt Park I love helping to restore the natural areas in the park. The FHP have made
great progress reducing the areas dominated by invasive species and restoring native
vegetation. I am really looking forward to helping other park visitors become active members
in the FHP. Hoyt Park attracts many diﬀerent user groups and I plan on recruiting more of
these varied users to keep FHP strong and relevant. Contact me if you have ideas for
upcoming work day activities at Hoyt Park as I am the Work Day Coordinator. Enjoy our
beautiful park!
Andrew Wickizer
I was born and raised in Wisconsin. I grew up in Onalaska, and I have been in Madison
since 1995 when I came to school at UW. I graduated in 2001 with a Masters in Accountancy
and picked up my CPA license soon after graduation. I spent time in public accounting as an
auditor and then in the renewable energy space as the Controller at Virent. Since September
2015, I have been working in the medical diagnostic space at Exact Sciences as the Director of
Finance.
I've lived up next to the Park on Plymouth Circle for 5 years now with my wife, Suzanne,
and two daughters, Nadia (9) and Natasha (6). We all have really enjoyed having such a
wonderful park in our backyard. I have no speciﬁc focus on my mind for my time on the
Board. I decided to join the Board in an eﬀort to get better acquainted with the park so that I
have a better understanding of what all is required to maintain the park and keep it in the
condition that we all enjoy so much. In doing so, I expect to ﬁnd a focus that will allow me to
give back to something that has provided me such a beneﬁt the past 5 years and will continue
to provide me with a great beneﬁt for years to come.
Outside of work and family, my interests include many sports (mainly viewing now),
music, travel, cooking and good cocktails.

Hoyt Park Prairie Report
Our two small prairies, the Ready Prairie and the Overlook Prairie, continue
to improve each year. We are seeing the results of our 2015 controlled
burn, several years of seed planting and selective brush removal. Our
summer ranger and volunteer work crews have made a big diﬀerence -- and
big piles of brush which the City hauls away for us.
The prairies are great places to view pollinating insects: bees, butterﬂies,
and many others; not to mention occasional humming birds. Be sure to
check them out.

Tim Kessenich
Proﬁle of Ron Harris, Chair of Friends of Hoyt Park Board
I have been a Friends member since August 10, 2000, the day our family moved back
to Madison. While we were unloading the moving van our new neighbor Tom Quirk
signed me up and started volunteering me to take on projects in the park. Tom also
helped unload the truck. Over the years I have enjoyed most of the monthly work
parties, where in the course of making improvements to the park, I get to learn about
the importance of maintaining our natural environment. Probably I beneﬁtted from
the work parties more than the park did. I bring home what I learn in the park, and
have begun restoring my small suburban garden into native prairie and oak
savannah. Professionally I teach English at the University of Wisconsin- Madison. I
am also a Certiﬁed Public Accountant, carried over from a previous career.

From the archives
Thousands of Madisonians have already taken advantage of the greatly improved
facilities at Hoyt Park made possible by WPA. The 23 acres comprising the park is
being developed as a rural type of park attractive to family groups for picnics and
outings. A shelter house has been built, toilets constructed, and many ﬁreplaces erected. Part of the project
has been devoted to the production of building stone and crushed stone for use in the construction. Material
was taken from the quarry located within the boundaries of the park. Incidental to the quarrying operation,
stone has been removed so that the area is gradually being adapted for use as an amphitheater seating
several thousand persons. Footpaths and parking areas in the park have been surfaced with crushed stone.
Wisconsin State Journal, July 7, 1936, page 5

2016 Annual Meeting
The Friends' held their annual meeting on Thursday, April 21, at the
Bethany United Methodist Church. Marcus Mueller, a graduate
student who works as a researcher with the UW Urban Canid Project,
reported on coyote and fox activity on Madison's West side. It will
come as no surprise to Friends and neighbors that Hoyt Park is a
hotbed for canid activity.
photo by Jeﬀ Miller, UW Communications
fox photos taken by E. Arti Wulandari

During the business meeting,
the Friends elected two new
board members: Tim Astfalk
and Tim Kessenich.

Learn about the Urban Canid Project at:
http://uwurbancanidproject.weebly.com/

Fireplaces in Hoyt Park
Does anyone know why each of the smaller ﬁreplaces is of unique design and construction? The ﬁreplaces
were installed as part of a Works Progress Administration project, probably in 1936.

Events coming up
Thursday, December 8, 2016

2016 work
day activties
 general cleanup and

Friday, February 10, 2017 - Owl
walk

Upcoming FoHP work
days

Details and updates will be on
the FoHP web site (once it
wakes up again).










brush removal
garlic mustard removal
Earth Day Workday
seed scattering
new plantings- near
restrooms
woodland restoration
buckthorn busting and removing other invasive plants
Ready Prairie maintenance-remove woody invasive species
Seed Collecting at Pheasant Branch, Dane Co. Parks

From the former Chair of FoHP, John Elliott
To quote the Beatles, “Hello/Good-bye.” I've just ﬁnished my two terms as
Chair of the Friends of Hoyt Park, so, per our by-laws, I'm oﬀ to pasture for a
while. Well, it was a good run. We had a great ranger last year, Jessica Bauer,
had all the events we normally do, put out the newsletters, and even got the
process going to get Hoyt Park on the National Register of Historic Places. I
now look forward to seeing you at our work days, events and the like.
Au revoir!
Peace – John Elliott

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP (Dues are from NOW-12/31/17)

Thank you for becoming a
member of Friends of Hoyt
Park, Inc.
All paid memberships are
voting members.

Please check appropriate boxes:

The FHP is a non-proﬁt
organization.
Donations are tax-deductible.
Please make checks
payable to, and send to:

Friends of Hoyt Park, Inc.
P. O. Box 5542
Madison, WI 53705
Please note: the holiday party invitation and membership renewal form were mailed to all members, regardless of email
newsletter preference

