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Vision Statement
The City of Madison aims to provide the ideal system of parks, natural resources and
recreational opportunities which will enhance the quality of life for everyone.

Mission Statement
Our Mission is to provide an exceptional system of safe, accessible, well‐planned and
maintained parks, facilities, public cemetery, natural areas and public shorelines.
Our Mission is to provide affordable opportunities for recreational and educational experiences.
Our Mission is to preserve and expand our urban forest resources through a well‐planned and
systematic approach to tree maintenance, planting and natural area management.
Our Mission is to preserve and promote parks' historic legacy.
Our Mission is to provide opportunities for cultural interaction by facilitating community and
ethnic festivals and through the display of public art.

Goals
 Maintain the biotic and historical character, picnic areas, and walking trails of Hoyt Park.
• Enhance features and facilities that provide park recreation to residents in the immediate
neighborhoods.
• Increase communication between city and citizens and among volunteer groups supporting
parks.
• Guide city staff, volunteers, and residents as they undertake park‐related activities.

Objectives
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• Restore and preserve quality examples of the historical features of the park, the Pleasure
Drive and overlook, picnic shelters, stone walls, fireplaces, and other stone structures.
• Maintain and enhance the oak grove, overlook landscape and native plant populations unique
to this site and tied to the park’s history.
• Design, enhance, and reconfigure the roadway, parking lots and drainage courses to
encourage infiltration of storm water and to minimize erosion by runoff.
• Maintain park facilities for the nearby neighborhoods – open playfield, playground, basketball
court, and softball backstop.
• Provide safe walking trails within the park.
• Minimize non‐park traffic on Regent Street and Owen Parkway, and reduce vehicle‐
pedestrian and vehicle‐bicycle conflicts.
• Make park shelters available to Madison School Community Recreation programs and to
groups by reservations, but minimize or eliminate driving and parking on park land by such
users.
• Reduce vandalism and other inappropriate activities. Enforce park rules.

Introduction
This report will provide an in‐depth chronological look at the challenges and
opportunities I experienced at Hoyt Park, as well as recommendations for future rangers and
the Friends of Hoyt Park. I felt a chronological report would provide the best picture of how to
manage Hoyt Park. I have included the City of Madison’s Vision and Mission Statement as well
as their Objectives and Goals to help show that Hoyt Park is being managed in line with the
City’s ideals and plans. A little over a year ago I graduated from Colorado State University with
a degree in Natural Resource Recreation and Tourism. Now that I have moved out of my
beloved dry state, and I am here in damp Madison I understand what my fiancé has meant by
the plethora of life here in the Midwest. Working at Hoyt Park has opened my eyes to the
abundance of life that even a reclaimed 31 acre quarry can boast.
When I first arrived at the Park the plants and trees were just starting to produce their
first leaves. Once spring got underway with plenty of rain and mild temperatures the Park
exploded with vegetation. However, not all the vegetation was good; I learned that a large
portion of the vegetation was invasive species. The major invasive plants include garlic mustard,
dame’s rocket, buckthorn, honeysuckle, and Norway maple. As the summer progressed I
quickly realized the biggest problems Hoyt Park faces are the infestations of these invasive
plants. The invasive plants, in certain areas, have severely crowded out desirable plants such as
various oak species, pagoda dogwood, hackberry, jewel weed, jack‐in‐the‐pulpit, and many
Friends of Hoyt Park
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other native ground plants. Despite the impacts of the invasive plants, the wildlife seems to be
thriving with foxes, a variety of rodent species, a diverse bird population, and more.
Other issues I faced during spring and early summer were younger people participating
in illicit activities ranging from smoking pot, climbing on shelter rooftops, and blaring music.
These issues occurred mainly during the school year of the surrounding high schools because
students would come to Hoyt on free periods or after school. However, once high school was
out for the summer nearly all of these issues subsided. Dog and bike use were other park issues
because rules regarding these two activities were ambiguous. Another issue that was only
apparent after a heavy rain storm was large amounts of standing water on the trail parallel to
the quarry wall. While the ground and plants absorbed this water in about a day, these “ponds”
blocked access to most park users. While spring and early summer posed the most challenges,
several opportunities presented themselves such as opening up resources for native plants by
removing invasive species, educating the public, and blocking off social trails.
As midsummer rolled around the main issue I was faced with were the invasive plants.
As the summer progressed the garlic mustard and dame’s rocket went to seed making them
unsuitable for mechanical treatment. As a result I focused my attention on cutting, girdling, and
flagging woody invasive plants. I performed this mechanical treatment on the woody invasives
at midsummer so that desirable plants would have a chance to thrive and so we (me and the
“Friends”) could go back in late summer or early fall to treat them with herbicide. An additional
invasive plant that blooms in midsummer is the creeping bell flower. Aside from invasive
species management, I filled my time with many small maintenance tasks, routine monitoring,
and special projects. During midsummer the main challenge was keeping up with the numerous
invasive plants. Despite the invasives’ large numbers and persistence, other midsummer
opportunities were available such as working on special projects, interacting with the
community, and improving park aesthetics.

Spring Conditions
Spring time is the busiest time for Hoyt Park in regards to the natural and social aspects.
The natural portion of the park is in full bloom with all plants growing and producing their first
leaves. This is when, as a Ranger, I started to record the many places that garlic mustard was
present. At the same time I was recording garlic mustard outbreaks I was taking note of the
abundance of honeysuckle, dame’s rocket, buckthorn, and Norway maple throughout the park.
While the invasive plants were distracting, the beauty of the native plants and animals were
always a nice reminder that the invasive species were still behind in the fight. In addition to
locating and controlling the various invasive species, the park was also very busy with youth
activities.
Friends of Hoyt Park
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However, these youth activities were problematic in that most of the time they were
illicit activities and the youth were unsupervised. A very large percentage of these youth came
from surrounding high schools on their free periods, lunch, or after school. The usual times for
these kids to show up were usually 10:30 am until noon and 3 pm until 4:30 pm. During these
times I would find kids smoking pot at the main parking lot, Roy’s shelter, or the Sunset
Overlook. If these kids were not smoking pot, they were either climbing on the roof of Roy’s
shelter or drinking alcohol. When high school was still in session, nearly every day (if I was
looking for the high school kids) I could catch them participating in an illicit activity. To make
these issues more challenging, the high school kids would repeat their illicit activities on
consecutive days, forcing me to confront them repeatedly. While it felt like I was babysitting
these kids at times, once school was out for the summer the number of youth involved in illicit
activity dropped dramatically. High school students and other people would still break some of
the park rules, but the times they would do them at were much more sporadic and the
occurrences were much fewer.
The two ambiguous issues I was faced with were dealing with people on bikes and dogs
off leashes. The reason these issues were so ambiguous is because there are signs saying no
bikes allowed in the park and that dogs are only allowed on the trail along Owen Parkway. Yet
the City of Madison only displayed the dog walking sign at one entrance to the park. The no
bike signs are for the entire park, but there are several paths that are vehicle access roads that
have plenty of room for bikers and other park users to safely pass each other. So I sought
guidance from the Friends to get a better idea of how to handle confrontations with these
people.
Recommendation: I would recommend that future rangers enforce that dog’s
stay on their leashes and that bicyclists only use the vehicle access roads.
Although I faced challenges early in the summer, with huge amounts of garlic mustard
and dame’s rocket and young people doing illicit activities, several opportunities did present
themselves to me. The first opportunity was to manage the garlic mustard in a way that was
most comfortable for me. I started on the south side of the park which is more prone to higher
temperatures because it is more open and receives more sun; however, the weather was still
cool and cloudy because I was starting in the spring and early summer. As the summer
progressed I moved to the northern section of the park which has a very dense canopy and
more north facing slopes, allowing for cooler conditions even in hot mid‐summer days. While
pulling garlic mustard in the old quarry area I would also girdle and flag buckthorn,
honeysuckle, and Norway maple. This allowed some of the understory plants that were shaded
out by these woody invasive species to receive more light and resources. Months later I would
come back to these girdled species and treat them with herbicide.
Friends of Hoyt Park
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Recommendation: I would recommend to any ranger to start with the garlic
mustard because it is the first major invasive plant to go to seed. In the map
below I have located a very large portion of the garlic mustard outbreaks in the
park, with the worst of it appearing in the north section in the quarry area.

This map shows the garlic mustard outbreaks in blue circles and ovals. The size of the
circles and ovals vary depending on the outbreak size; thus, the larger circles and ovals indicate
larger outbreaks. Do beware that there may be other outbreaks because new seeds could have
germinated in areas that I did not see any garlic mustard. Another opportunity that I was able
to seize in late spring was the ability to close several social (unofficial) trails. This seemed to be
the best time to attempt to close some of these social trails because the high school kids were
no longer around to use them or to remove debris that I placed on these trails to block them.
On the “Issues Map” you can see that the blocked social trails are in white and the unblocked
social trails are in pink. There are two problems that surround social trails; the first is that the
wildlife and their habitat are disturbed by noise and littering. The second is that the increased
privacy increases the chances of people participating in illegal activities. This makes controlling
the number of social trails important in a conservation area. On the other hand the unblocked
social trails receive so much traffic that people will remove any amount of debris you place on
the trails.
Friends of Hoyt Park
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Recommendation: With this in mind I would recommend not wasting time and energy
attempting to close social trails that are commonly used. Do be aware that social trails
can be reopened or new ones formed at anytime, so the number and location of social
trails can change anytime.
Some additional opportunities in the spring and early summer periods were a couple of
volunteer work days the Friends hosted. On one particular day we planted many different kinds
of understory species in the area to the south east of the main shelter. The complete species
list can be found in Appendix 7, but some species we planted include ox eye sunflower,
harebell, and May apples.

Midsummer Conditions
After school was out for the summer and most of the garlic mustard was pulled by hand,
the number of major issues leveled off. One issue that was most prominent after heavy rain
storms during late spring to midsummer was the presence of large ponds on the trail along the
Quarry wall. With water washing off the quarry face and being trapped by the tailings pile
parallel to Bluff Street, the water had nowhere to go in several places. I was in the park on a
couple of those rainy days that these impassable ponds were formed and I found that two of
the ponds were about thirty to fifty feet long with a depth of about six inches. Pond 1 was
nearest to the western quarry stairs and pond 2 was adjacent to the Quarry Interpretive sign
extending near the Ready Prairie. The third pond was near the Cinderella stairs and was much
smaller and still passable.

Friends of Hoyt Park
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Pond 1

Pond 2

Pond 3
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I also received information from park users that these same areas are very icy and remain icy in
the winter time.
Recommendation: I would recommend that at least two turnpikes be constructed at the
pond 1 and 2 locations. Turnpikes built from wood and crusher fines would be the most
cost effective type of turnpike. The turnpike would have wooden pylons on each side of
the trail to hold in the crusher fines (See Turnpike image top right). The crusher fines
would have to be built up at least six to eight inches and crowned for the water to shed
off to the sides of the trail. The turnpikes would solve the problems of standing water
and sheets of ice without having to divert water out of the gulley. This could also
provide an opportunity for a future ranger project and/or a volunteer work day.
The good amount of rain we received during midsummer afforded me the opportunity
to use the weed wrenches very effectively and efficiently. The great benefits of using the weed
wrenches are that no chemicals are used and plant mortality is guaranteed. The rain loosened
up the soil and allowed me to clear buckthorn and Norway maple in a couple sections of the
park. The first area I worked in was the woodlot just south of where Regent Street becomes
Owen Parkway, and I focused on small to midsized buckthorn and Norway maple. In this
woodlot there were two triangular areas I worked on, the first was about 145 ft x 125 ft x 55 ft
which I cleared mostly all buckthorn and honeysuckle plants of varying sizes. The second,
smaller triangle was nearby with dimensions about 60 ft x 40 ft x 35 ft, and here I cleared and
applied herbicide to buckthorn and Norway maple trees about one inch to three inches in
diameter. I focused on this area because I noticed there was very little oak regeneration and I
wanted to give oak seedlings a chance; even if I only found three seedlings in the smaller
triangle.
The other section I focused on pulling buckthorn was along the vehicle access road to
the Ready Prairie. In addition to pulling buckthorn in a five foot buffer zone along this stretch of
the access road I shoveled off any dirt, debris, and plants that may have been crowding the
road. After I was done cleaning the edges of debris I had widened the road by about eighteen
inches on each side. To keep the road clearer of debris I added in drainage ditches about every
thirty feet on each side of the road. Cleaning this vehicle access road was one of just several
relatively small maintenance projects I performed. Another maintenance task I performed was
cleaning the interpretive trail signs of the dirt, sap, and pollen that had collected on them. To
do this I used the Kranz Graffiti Remover and a steel wool pad supplied by the Friends to scrub
off the very tough build up of sap and dirt.
Recommendation: To any future park rangers the graffiti remover is very effective but I
would wear a mask, eye protection, and gloves when using these chemicals as they are
extremely volatile and toxic; USE CAUTION!
Friends of Hoyt Park
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A much less dangerous, yet more frequent maintenance task that always needs addressing
is collecting trash that people leave behind. I would usually walk the park with a five gallon
bucket and the trash grabbers collecting as I go. The areas that received the most litter were
the shelters, picnic and fireplace areas, and the Sunset Overlook. Although I monitored the park
for any maintenance issues I could resolve there were some issues that I had to report. One of
these issues was graffiti in the park. Over about a two week period there were multiple
instances of graffiti on Roy’s shelter, the main shelter, the basketball court, and the Sunset
Overlook. I felt I needed to report the graffiti to Lisa, rather than attempting to clean it up with
the graffiti remover because I did not want to damage the limestone on the shelters or the
overlook. Lisa and the graffiti removal crews were very responsive and effective in removing
these graffiti signs. The main reason for Lisa’s great responsiveness to this issue was that these
signs were most likely gang related and needed to be dealt with immediately.
Recommendation: I recommend for any future rangers to report graffiti that is
on any manmade structure immediately and to let the removal crews handle the
graffiti. The graffiti removal crews have the equipment and training to remove
the graffiti without damaging the structures.

Late Summer Conditions
Aside from the routine monitoring and maintenance tasks, I was able to occupy the rest
of the summer with cut stump herbicide treatments in the small oak woodland south of the
Sunset Overlook Restoration Area. Tim K. had recommended I treat any buckthorn or
honeysuckle that has sprouted again or survived past treatments in this area. The reason for
clearing and treating this area with herbicide is to get it ready for seeding in the fall. The Friends
plan on sowing native seeds that are adapted to the shady understory of oak woodlands. The
benefits of removing adult buckthorn and honeysuckle include eliminating this year’s and
subsequent years’ seed generations, and opening up resources for native species. Since I began
working on the oak savannah area I have cleared an area about 125 ft by 35 ft of most
buckthorn and honeysuckle that are over eighteen inches tall and/or a ¼ inch or larger in
diameter. Additionally, I cleared an overlapping area about 125 ft by 50 ft of most buckthorn
and honeysuckle saplings, seedlings, and resprouts.
In order to keep busy into September I would monitor the cut stump treatment areas
for any resprouts or missed stumps. Luckily I was monitoring because there were several areas
that required reapplication of the herbicide. The most effective way to reapply the herbicide is
to recut the stump and chop the outer most layers under the bark making the stump look like a
peeled banana. This helps to expose the vulnerable cambium where the water and nutrients
flow through the plant. In addition to reapplying herbicide in the cut stump treatment areas I
would prepare the areas for seeding by cleaning them of trash and debris. One day I pulled up a
Friends of Hoyt Park
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large bundle of barbed wire that was half buried in the ground and posed a real hazard to the
Friends on their seeding day. I also watered the Fern Garden on a weekly basis to help the
newly installed plants survive the dry, hot end to the summer. With the summer coming closer
to an end Tim and I were able to work with Sci Woodstrand on cutting large woody invasive
plants in the Ready Prairie. Working with Sci made things very easy for us because he used a
chainsaw to clear elm, ash, honeysuckle, and mulberry trees. Tim would then go in behind him
and spray the stumps with herbicide which is more effective closer to fall when their sap is
flowing down. The areas that I treated cut stumps with herbicide can be seen on the Issues Map
as squares or triangles with blue dotted lines and a faded pink interior (See Appendix 2).
The last couple weeks of the summer I spent my time taking care of things in the park
that I had been putting off until the end, as well as the usual cut stump treatments. On one day
a teacher from Hoyt School was at the park and suggested I clean the fireplaces. I took him up
on that suggestion and cleaned all of the accessible fireplaces dumping the ash and garbage
from each into a trash bag. On some fireplaces I was able to toss the remnants into the woods
because there was no trash in the lower parts of the fireplaces. Additionally I swept any debris
off the fireplaces and removed any plants growing in between the stone and mortar. Another
maintenance task involving the manmade structures was sweeping the parking area and stairs
at the overlook. I also pulled any plants growing into the stone and mortar to keep the
structures in the best physical condition.
With a few weeks left in the summer I had to coordinate with Tim to solve our
mystery Good Samaritan “weed puller” problem. For several weeks I was noticing piles of
native desirable plants along the trails and I did not know who was pulling them or why. I asked
Tim about this and explained that some of the piles were rather large and that they were native
species. The native species that were being pulled were lopseed (Phryma leptostachya),
pointed leaved tick trefoil (Desmodium glutinosum), jumpseed (Persicaria punctata), and
enchanter's nightshade (Circaea lutetiana). We decided to put a sign sticking out of one of
these piles and in the information kiosk asking people to not pull these plants because they are
native and not weeds. However, the problem persisted and we still did not know who was
pulling these plants that were most distinguished by their sticky, Velcro‐like seed pods that
annoy some park users. Thus Tim contacted Jean MacCubbin about this issue and she sent
emails to all of the members of the Friends. The message was apparently received by our
mystery person because after the email was sent out no more new piles were showing up.
Recommendation: I would recommend to any future Rangers and the board that
the general public and the members of the Friends of Hoyt Park should be
educated about the types of weed species we want them to pull and when to
pull them. A couple ways this can be done is by posting invasive species
Friends of Hoyt Park
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management posters in the kiosk, on the website, and make handouts for
volunteer days. Also, the Rangers can educate anyone they see in the park
pulling weeds to ensure they are controlling the correct species.

Special Projects
Each summer the Friends of Hoyt Park have the conservation ranger create a special
project. This summer I found enough time to work on several special projects such as: a
mapping project, a junior ranger program, a fern garden along the Cinderella stairs, and a new
trail. A map displaying all the features and trails in Hoyt seemed liked a perfect update for the
park. However, this special mapping project transformed into a multi‐map project with maps of
restoration areas, park issues, and the general overall map of Hoyt. The map displaying all park
features was the main part of my project and I used several methods of cartography to create it
(See Appendix 1). I used a combination of data sources such as satellite images from Google
Earth and the USGS, ground surveys, and GPS tracking. For the main map I walked all the trails
with a GPS unit to obtain their distance and locations. I then transferred the collected data from
the GPS unit onto a Google Earth satellite image. After surveying the park for all notable
features ranging from the facilities to the mysterious pyramid I created symbols on their
respective locations on the satellite image. I made the main map, on display in the info kiosk, to
be readable to most demographics with large fonts, a simple layout, and simple symbolism.
While the main map was my pride and joy, my other maps serve just as good of function.
The other maps I created were a trails distance map, a park issues map, and oak
seedling restoration map. The trails distance map was created to provide people with a much
clearer picture of where the trails go and the distance of the trails (See Appendix 3). I also
provided the distance and location of the Interpretive Trail which is popular among park users.
I split the trails distance map and the overall map because there was not enough room on the
main map for the additional information. The park issues map was created more for the board
of The Friends of Hoyt Park, the city, and future rangers to give a much better understanding of
the issues at hand and how to deal with them going into the future (See Appendix 2). Since this
map was created for the board and the city it is more crowded and detailed, but it provides
locations on garlic mustard outbreaks, unofficial park entrances, the new trail, and social trails.
The oak seedling restoration map is a close up look of the park along Owen Parkway and
displays locations of flagged clusters of oak seedlings (See Appendix 4). I felt it was important to
help protect the oak seedlings from being mowed over by the city and to improve the
regeneration of the oak woodlands in the park. When looking around the park, especially along
Owen Parkway, the age of the oaks varies only a little and I thought it would be helpful to
provide the city with a natural regeneration process. Protecting oak seedlings will provide
additional variation in the age of the oaks while keeping costs lower for the city and the Friends
Friends of Hoyt Park
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of Hoyt Park. Increased oak seedling numbers will reduce the number of trees that would need
to be purchased to increase age variation and to maintain the health of the oak woodlands. Of
the four special projects I worked on this summer, the maps were my idea with little outside
help.
The other three projects were collaborations between me and other members of the
Friends. The first of these three projects was the Junior Ranger Program that Sarah Thal and her
son Timon had asked me about (See Appendix 5). They had approached me after one board
meeting about possibly creating a junior ranger program that would be similar to ones they
found at national parks, like Rocky Mountain National Park. Seeing as how the Friends and the
City have a much smaller budget than that of a national park, I opted for a simple, fun, and
educational approach. I created a scavenger hunt for the kids that require them to identify five
different elements of the park: tree species, plant species, wildlife species, signs of wildlife, and
human structures. In order to make the scavenger hunt more educational, I ask that they find
plant and animal species native to Wisconsin. After Sarah and Timon tested the program out,
she provided me with some useful, positive feedback. She told me her son and some other kids
really enjoyed using the program and that it got them engaged with the environment. She also
thought it would be a good idea to provide pictures of plants that were flowering at the end of
the summer because they could not find some of the plants that had died off for the season. So
we decided to create scavenger hunt and bingo games for spring‐midsummer and late summer.
This provides the kids the opportunity to be successful in the little games at different times of
the year, as well as learn more about the different plant species.
Additionally, I ask that they read the interpretive signs to find out more detailed
information about these native species and man‐made structures throughout Hoyt Park. Sarah
and Timon had also recommended a badge that the kids could wear. Again, with a small budget
I opted for a paper badge that the kids could print off the Friends’ website and design their own
style. I felt the DIY badge was a good idea because it allows them to be creative and to have fun
while distinguishing themselves from the other kids in the park. Several of the plant species the
children need to identify can actually be found where the other special project was conducted.
Tim Kessenich had recommended that we could plant several different shade loving
plants along the Cinderella Stairs that lead down to the quarry wall. This was a much simpler
project than the one I had initially suggested: a rain garden on the west, downhill side of the
parking lot. While that area could use a rain garden, Tim informed me that the city has plans to
renovate the parking lot which could destroy or render the rain garden obsolete so we
scratched that project. The fern garden was a very pleasant project to work on because it was
easy going and I enjoy planting more than weeding. We planted several species of understory
plants such as wild columbine, bulblet fern, and Dutchman’s breeches (See Appendix 6 for
Friends of Hoyt Park
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complete species list). The walk down the Cinderella Stairs is already pretty, but in a year or two
when the plants are in bloom it will be beautiful. The best part about the garden is the stairs
run mostly parallel to the wall giving park users a chance to see the variety of plants at eye
level. In addition to installing new plants, we removed several invasive species to free up
resources for the desirable ones. While this project has the potential to provide a beautiful
garden along the stairs, no project is truly safe in the park. I noticed the day after Labor Day the
forestry crews went in to remove several hazardous trees adjacent to the stairs, and in doing so
they flattened many of the plants in our garden area. However, nature is resilient and will
undoubtedly bounce back.
The last project I planned and implemented was spurred on about issues of privacy and
the fence renovation that will be conducted this fall. During one of the board meetings the City
of Madison landscape architect, Sara Lerner, presented the City’s plan to renovate the fences of
Hoyt Park. Several neighbors of Hoyt Park came to the meeting to voice their concerns and ask
questions about the project. A concern of one of the neighbors who lives on Du Rose Terrace
was the lack of privacy she currently deals with living next to the park, which she felt will only
be made worse by the fence renovation. The city plans to eliminate any invasive species in the
fence and within a five foot buffer zone on the park side, as well as to replace any damaged
sections of the fence. This neighbor felt that after the invasive plants are cleared her backyard
will be highly visible to those who walk along the trail that is within arm’s reach of the fence. At
the meeting I proposed a new trail that would direct park users back into the park, about fifty
to seventy feet from the fence. The board and Sara seemed to like this solution so I pursued
this project by clearing a rough trail through the woods and flagging the trail as I went. I left the
trail incomplete because I felt that finishing the trail could make for a fun volunteer day. I drew
the location of the trial on the Issues Map and labeled it “New Trail Alignment.”

Summary
Working at Hoyt Park this summer as the Conservation Ranger was a wonderful time
filled with a variety of experiences. I was able to witness the changing seasons from the
beginning of spring, advancing into the midsummer days, and beginning of fall. Some
experiences were constant throughout the entire spring, summer, and beginning of fall such as
battling invasive species, cleaning up trash, and enforcing rules. Garlic mustard and dame’s
rocket started the invasive species battle in May, but the battle continued through the summer
and ended with the buckthorn, honeysuckle, and Norway maple. Cleaning up trash and keeping
the trails cleared are always things the Ranger can count on doing, as well as enforcing the park
rules. To any future rangers try not to get discouraged by people constantly breaking the rules
and having to tell them what they are doing wrong. Think of it more as an opportunity to get
better at enforcing the rules, even though most people are very nice when you confront them
Friends of Hoyt Park
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about the rules. While it might seem that the park is in good shape or doesn’t need any more
special projects, there is always plenty to do and an opportunity for a special project is always
available. Never be afraid to ask Russ, Lisa, or the Board for help because they are all very
helpful.
Again I am very thankful for being hired as the Conservation Ranger to work in Hoyt
Park. I had a great time contributing to the health of the park and its inhabitants. I met many
amazing people throughout the summer, and I will never forget my time at Hoyt Park.
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Appendix 5

Junior Ranger Spring‐ Early Summer Bingo
Hoyt Park
B

I

N

G

O

Oak tree leaf

Cardinal

May apple

Interpretive signs
(8)

Mulberry tree leaf
and berries

Mysterious
Pyramid (1)

Gray Squirrel Scat

Gray squirrel

Old quarry stairs
(5)

Jack‐in‐the‐pulpit

Eastern Cotton
Tail Rabbit

Wild columbine

Raccoon scat

Gateway to Hoyt
Park

Fox scat

Fireplaces (16);
Hidden (2)

Wild geranium

Jewelweed

Chipmunk scat

Pagoda Dogwood
tree leaf

Chipmunk

Red‐Bellied
Woodpecker

Eastern cotton tail
rabbit scat

Black Locust tree
leaf

Friends of Hoyt Park

Free Space!
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Junior Ranger Spring‐Early Summer Bingo
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Junior Ranger Late Summer‐ Fall Bingo
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Free Space!

Junior Ranger Late Summer‐ Fall Bingo
Hoyt Park
B

I

N

G

O

Oak tree leaf

Cardinal

White Aster

Interpretive signs
(8)

Mulberry tree leaf
and berries

Mysterious
Pyramid (1)

Gray Squirrel Scat

Gray squirrel

Old quarry stairs
(5)

Jack‐in‐the‐pulpit

Eastern Cotton
Tail Rabbit

Canada
Goldenrod

Raccoon scat
Free Space!

Gateway to Hoyt
Park

Fox scat

Fireplaces (16);
Hidden (2)

White Snake Root

Purple Aster

Chipmunk scat

Pagoda Dogwood
tree leaf

Chipmunk

Red‐Bellied
Woodpecker

Eastern cotton tail
rabbit scat

Black Locust tree
leaf

Friends of Hoyt Park
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Use Your Senses!
• Close your eyes and listen. Write down five sounds
that you hear.

• Can you find something:
yellow
rough
smooth
old
new
sticky

Draw your favorite place in the park.

Friends of Hoyt Park
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Appendix 6 Species List for Hoyt Park Planting at the Staircase (Fern Galley)
May through September 2013
Bulblet Fern
Lady Fern
Goldie's Fern
Marginal Wood Fern
Columbine
Columbine
Jack-in-the-Pulpit
Solomon's Seal
Wild Ginger
Early Meadow Rue
Bishop's cap
Sprengel's Sedge
American Spikenard

Cystopteris bulbifera
Athyrium filix-femina
Dryopteris goldiana
Dryopteris marginalis
Aquilegia canadensis
Aquilegia canadensis
Arisaema triphyllum
Polygonatum biflorum
Asarum canadense
Thalictrum dioicum
Mitella diphylla
Carex sprengellii
Aralia racemosa

Blue Cohosh

Caulophyllum thalictroides

Friends of Hoyt Park

30
1
1
6
3
6 grams
14
4
10
40 grams
1
20 grams
220
grams
185
grams

Plants
Plant
Plant
Plants
Plants
Seeds
Plants
Plants
Root Divisions
Seeds
Plant
Seeds
Berries with Pulp
Berries with Pulp
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Appendix 7 Species List for Hoyt Park Planting Near the Main Shelter – May 18,
2013
Wild columbine
Aquilegia canadensis
20
Plants
Shooting star
Dodecatheon meadia
19
Plants
Bergamot
Monarda fistulosa
4
Plants
Culvers root
Veronicastrum virginicum
4
Plants
Golden Alexander
Zizia aurea
4
Plants
Jacob's ladder
Polemonium reptans
4
Plants
Sky-blue aster
Aster azureus
4
Plants
Ox eye sunflower
Heliopsis helianthoides
4
Plants
Elm-leaved goldenrod
Solidago ulmifolia
3
Plants
Harebell
Campanula rotundifolia
2
Plants
Bottle brush grass
Hystrix patula
2
Plants
Trout lily
Erythronium albidum
5
Plants
Solomon's seal
Polygonatum biflorum
5
Plants
May Apple
Podophyllum peltatum
3
Root
Divisions
Blue cohosh
Caulophyllum thalictroides
19 grams Seeds
Dutchman's breeches
Dicentra cucularia
~5 grams Seeds
Woodland hyssop
Agastache scrophularia
30 grams Seeds
American bell flower
Campanula americana
30 grams Seeds
Shooting star
Dodecatheon meadia
50 grams Seeds
Bottle brush grass
Hystrix patula
25 grams Seeds
Jump seed
Polygonum virginianum
30 grams Seeds
Figwort
Scrophularia lanceolata
45 grams Seeds
Spiderwort
Tradescantia ohiensis
20 grams Seeds
Horse gentian
Triosteum perfoliatum
30 grams Seeds
(Tinkerweed)

Friends of Hoyt Park
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